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A Yi.vi 


ACCOUNT 


OF THAT 


Dreadful Fire, 


| Which happened ia the Houſe of 
Mr. Samuel Seaton, a owe 


i the Corner of White-Croſs-Street , over againft 

— Eripple-Gate-Chhirch, Loudon : On the Twenty-Seventh of 
this Inſtat Mortch, 1687, Th which were Conſumed (or 
Burnt) 'Seven Perſons ; viz. Mrs. Seaton, (the Pewrerer's 
Wife) her little Chi/d, and her Maid; Mr. Leach, (a Sho 
maker) his Iife, and 7wo Daughters. 


With an Aecounrt of the Circum- 


ſtances, that attended ir; and many other matters 
and Things (ſtrange and unuſual) relating theremmto; and 
of rheir Decent Burial. 


. * . « 
Attn ite me RS m FY 
—— 


This may be Pzinted, March 3orb. 2687. B. P. 


LONDON, 
Printed by William Downing, in Great $t, Bartholomew” s Cloſe, 1685, 
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RELATION 


\'Q F THAT: 


Sad and Dreadful FIRE, 


Which happened 1 in the Houſe of. «i 


Mr SAMUEL SEATON, a Pewterer; © 
ar the Cornet of B Thief gs, oyer r again 


© Cripple-Gate- -Chiurch,, London. 
#. T* diſmal Effes of Firg hews been ſo ſenſe 
bly felt by the Citizens of London, whoſe 
F po. bawe HRT KARRG 2 by the Vialenc s of 
ily - reſirain'd, Power; that. Cmethinks Yi 
ſhould” L518 them to, 4/More thas ordinary. Circum-» 
jp on, ty preventing thoſe: Conſequences which are ; 


immediate Effes W "Il " Careleſneſs and aw. 
ligenee . 


its no 


— 4 
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(4) 
ligence. So many and ſurprizing have been the Mif- 
fortunes.of- Landlords,” and; Mafiers of. Families, that 
they are equally engaged to 2 firidt InſpeStion of their 
Workpeen and Servants, that. neith++- an ill-plat'd 
Candle, or an unregarded Snuff of a Pipe of Tobacco, 
mor-the careleſs Airing of Linnen, (by which this. un-. 
happy Accident came) ſhould in one hour undo @ Fa: 
ily for ever, For, 'tis not the Burning of an Houſe, 
that ( ſometi-s ) terminates. the. Calamity that ſwch-a 
Negligence produces, but it is ( God knows ) too often. 
attended with the Death of the Intiabitants, which are 
miſerably involved in it, and their Lives become 
Vigims 19 tbe' Mendileſs Flames., As the following 
Relation Teſtifies, in the unexpetied Deaths of Seven. 
Perſons., whoſe Exits out op*this World, as they were 
unforeſeen, ſods they point ont to us a remarkable Caun, 
tion to ufe our utmoſt Diligence, to prevent the like 
towards our ſelvet , and to deter Servants from jon- 
general Negligence , ' which 'have occaſioned the,-De 
ftruflion of ſo many Maſters and Families, of. which 
this preſent Inſtance is ſo remarkable, | 


? N oe 27th, of Marth inftant, a Dreadful Fire. 
\, abour three a Clock in the Morning } broke, 
eut of the Houſe of one Mr.Sta!on, a Pewterer, at the 
Corner of White-Croſs-Street, known by the Sign of. 
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(5) 
the-Se - Horſe, over-againſt Cripphe'- Gate » Chr +-* 
And as to the Matter of Fa, it thus bappened. 


©; Mxs: Seaton bring very great with Child, and 
drawing near her Travail, ordered her: Maid to 
ger the Cham. ber ready for that occaſion, as expe 
ing that Night co be the utmoſt period of her Rec- 
koning; (which, God knows, it too true proved.) 
'The Maid, purſuant to her. Miſtreſles Commands, 
aires the Chamber, and lays ſuch Linnen as was 
thought neceſlary before the Fire, to be aired Now, . 
whether ſhe ef the. Lianen befare the. Fire; (by a. 
| {irange. Careleſaels,) or. fell a-fleep over:her Linnen, 
| and 1o..the .Violencg of the} Heat rook hold of it; 
the Eye of Heaven, only ſaw, and therefore ican be 
determined by none but God Almighty. ThePoſt: 
Roy.coming at that time by the:Houle, and ſeeing # 
great Blaze, immediately cry'd'out Fire :: The Warolw 
mea norbejng-at their uſyal Srand, he went as far as 
the Warch at Cripple-G ate, with that unwelcom Tone 
of Fire : Upon which,the Watch there beiag alarm'd, 
repaired immediately to the, Houle, and finding-rhe. 
report of the, Polt-Boy top true, raiked the Neigh:: 
bourhood with the crying Fi-e : But the Fire happen-- 
ing in _a Timber - Built - Houſe, and beginriing one 
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Par of Stairs, the: Force of. the Flames grew {9 Ex» 
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(46) 
ceeding! great; that notwichftandurg the Playing%oF 
Four, 'Engines; that in an hourstime” were brought, 
and the 1ndefatigable Endeavours of a great many 
Pexlons; the -Elames'afcended the Rodf, 642A 1- 
med all the. ln-fide of che Houſe, with th&G56dsy, 
and what ever came inirs Way, (weeping all-before 
it ;/;and (which was moſt lamentable' and robe 
deplored as a thing ſtrange and ſurprizing) SaWifited 
the Lives of Seven Perſons to its mercilels Fury; = * 


+ For, ic being [in the Dead of the Nighe, and both 
MyeSeaton; and his Wite, and their next Neighbours, 
(to wit):Mr. Leach, a Shoomaker, his Wife; and two + 
Daughters, all.Sleeping in their Beds, the Fire aſcen- 

with that Violence, that 'continng upon them in 
; thaderad bf the Night, and not dreaming (o'doubr) 
of-ſoi diſmal an Accident, they'were all likely co be 


involved id one: Fate; had not "Mr. Seaton; who end 


deavduriog to fave bis dear Wiſe, 'who ws bigg of 
the ſecond Child, miraculouſly eſcaped through the - 
Smoak.and Heat; as likewile a Prentice Boy of Mr. 
Leach's, that lay in the Shop ; which hap} ily eſcaped, 
though/all'the Goods were Burnt to Aſhes, *"! 


| TheTire,by che application-of all- neceſſary Help, - 
being /ſuppreft and exringuiſhed, ſo that the adjoyrt= 
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ins Houſts were: entire- and without Dartiage, the 
Rvins,- upon break 'of Day,' were ſearched,” and rhe 
Bbugiesbt the ſai Perforis found, together, rich the 
Chil,” whoſe Entrance into this World wits haſt: 
ned by this un fortunace Occurrence, and found" its 
Orxdle. 3nd Grave ar ote , the Ne negr 
it, with a Chain of G14 (burr Her Netk: whith 
ſhe uſually wore : The ſudden falling of the Floor, 
probably hindring the Influence of the Fire on the 
Body ; and conlequently, left room enough to di- 


ſtinguiſh them. 


.. The Bodics thus found, .. were carry'd to-aNeigh- 
bour's Houſe, . and there lay as affrighting SpeRta- 
cles to the People, who flocked to fee them, as. 
direful Inſtances of a ſad and unexpected Calamity. 
And were, ſome time 8fte ards; put in their ſeve- 
ral Cofhns, and Jecenly nterr'd; (viz.) Mrs. Sea- 
ton, and her Child, in one Coffin, Mr. Leach, and 
his Wife, in a Second; their Two Daughters in a 
Third; and the Maid in a Fourth. 
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Thus, READER, Tor ſee the amazing and dire- 
ful Effects of Careleſneſs ; and how inſirucding ſush 
Examples ought to be to all Perſons; and what need 
every one bath (eſpecially Servants) to be watchful to 

prevent 
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"C A } 
| Prevent ſuch Calamitous Events;  whieh, in ſo' ſhot 
lime, not only Tas deſtroy Pleaſant Buildings, but. «l- 
ſo the Lives of ſeveral Perſons +, 1nd alwayite prays; 
That: God wovld Accept ws at. all Times, Keceine wo. 
into-bis favourable ProteSion, Guide us by bis Spi-- 
ts, Guard vs. with his Angels; and from Jie | 
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